Testimony from Jim Bembinster, member of the Town of Union's Large Wind Turbine Study Committee: given May 12, 2009 Madison, Wisconsin during the Public Hearing on Turbine Siting Reform bills SB 185 and AB256

May 12, 2009

To: All Committee Members:

In these exceptionally hard economic times we have an industry that is flourishing in Wisconsin.

The wind turbine industry has in 2008 enjoyed exceptional growth by a factor of 9.

Does this sound like an industry that is stalled out, restricted in any way, or one that needs help from Lawmakers in Madison? They want it all, but all has yet to be determined. A nine- fold increase is not enough. This industry is being driven by greed.

All Americans are suffering the consequences of the greed-driven business practices of the banking industry and Wall Street.

While governments, businesses, and families are experiencing major budget shortfalls, the wind industry wants more; more from the taxpayers, more from the ratepayers. These greed-driven business practices are sure to have a negative impact on the long term renewable energy goals in Wisconsin.

The unprecedented growth in installed wind capacity in 2008 indicates there is no need for and type of siting reform. Many communities are welcoming wind turbines with open arms. There is no need to force residents to live under turbines.

Wind developers must continue to work with local Governments for approval of wind turbine projects.A one-size-fits-all rule developed by the PSC and wind developers will not adequately address the diverse land use in Wisconsin. Only local control of land use can protect the health and safety of residents, agricultural activity, and property rights.

The PSC and wind developers asked for siting control last year. One year later the PSC has not brought anything to the table for review, instead they continue to ask for a blank check.

Any siting rules must be written and approved by elected officials, with input from professionals in noise, health, safety, agriculture, property rights, and property values. This new set of rules would then be given to the PSC to implement and police.

Thank you for your time, consideration, and service to Wisconsin.

Jim Bembinster  Evansville, WI

